English Language Learner in the VPK Classroom

Case Study: English Speaking and Bilingual Teachers

ENGLISH SPEAKING AND BILINGUAL TEACHERS
Ms. Johnson was an English speaking teacher in Jacksonville, Florida. She had many English language learners in her classroom. Her aide, Ms. Lopez, spoke fluent Spanish. Ms. Johnson hoped to utilize the combination of English speaking and Spanish speaking adults to incorporate various languages into the preschool classroom. 


Ms. Johnson allocated time in her schedule for other language instruction taught by Ms. Lopez. Therefore, the English speaking students were exposed to Spanish, which helped everyone communicate more easily. During the language instruction in Spanish, Ms. Lopez was encouraged to act as an author by writing in her native language. 


In order to create a multicultural environment, Ms. Lopez, as well as other students, brought materials from home in order to expose students to other cultures and make English language learners feel more involved in the classroom community. Ms. Johnson and the other English speaking students also brought materials from home that represented their heritage. All of these experiences exposed students to a variety of cultures and created a sense of respect for all people. 


If there were not any other bilingual students available to pair with an English language learner without any English experience, Ms. Lopez served as that student’s language buddy. She was available to this student for translations throughout the day, as well as other non-English speaking students. Ms. Lopez served as a translator for many students who had difficulty understanding directions, concepts, or vocabulary. In addition, Ms. Lopez conducted small group instruction with the English language learners to help them understand confusing concepts. 

Summary:

· Allocate time for other language instruction taught by the teacher. 

· Bring multicultural items from home to expose students to other cultures. 

· Encourage the teacher to act as author in the classroom by writing in her native language. 

· Pair a bilingual adult with an English language learner with no English proficiency.

· Allow the teacher to translate directions and difficult concepts/vocabulary.

· Allocate time for a bilingual adult to instruct English language learners to clarify confusing concepts. 

· Utilize some of the above strategies from other scenarios. 
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