English Language Learner in the VPK Classroom

Case Study: English Speaking Teacher

ENGLISH SPEAKING TEACHER

Ms. Jones was an English speaking teacher in Orlando, Florida. She had some English language learners in her classroom, but she did not have a teacher’s aide. Ms. Jones did not speak any other language. She was concerned about her inability to communicate with some of her students, and she wanted to make them feel comfortable at school. 


Ms. Jones encouraged students and parents to bring materials from home that would expose students to other languages. Materials included cultural food packaged in containers with text of another language. Stamps, advertisements, and letters were also brought from home to illustrate different languages. 


Once many families were involved in sending items, Ms. Jones invited parents to act as authors in the classroom and encouraged them to write in different languages. As a result of this request, Ms. Jones recruited a Japanese mother who wrote a letter to a family in Japan using the Japanese language. The other students helped the mother write the letter and watched her translate from English to Japanese. 


Many parents were excited to participate in their child’s education. In response to this excitement, Ms. Jones recruited parents to work with students to create various written media (in other languages) for the following class centers:
	CENTER
	ITEMS TO CREATE

	Travel Agency
	Brochures, tickets, travel itinerary, maps, timetables, calendar

	Restaurant
	Menus, recipes, order form

	Library
	Books, library cards, card catalog

	Theater
	Program, tickets, sheet music, script, posters

	Bank
	Money, deposit/withdrawal slips, checks

	Grocery Store
	Shopping lists, ingredients, recipes, receipts, coupons

	Museum
	Exhibit description/label, program

	Post Office
	Stamps, address labels, maps, envelopes, letters

	Newsroom
	Newspaper, magazine, reports, weather forecasts, cartoons, ads

	School
	Lesson plans, grade book, attendance sheet, nurse form

	Phone Company
	Telephone directory, message pads, maps

	Recording Studio
	Sheet music, song lyrics, contracts

	Hospital
	Patient files, eye chart, prescriptions, schedule

	Tailor/Clothing Store
	Catalogues, order forms, receipts


When the holidays approached, Ms. Jones set up a classroom holiday postbox for use in a letter/card exchange. Students and parents were encouraged to write holiday greetings to each other, family members, and classmates. The messages were written in English or in the student’s native language. Many of the messages were read in English and another language, because students were enthusiastic about various cultures. 

Some parents felt they could not participate in volunteering opportunities because they could not communicate with the English speaking children. However, Ms. Jones found a way to utilize every language in her classroom. She invited parents who spoke other languages to discuss mathematical topics. One of the first opportunities for language exposure came when a German parent provided a lesson about measurement involved in house building. 


Finally, Ms. Jones paired all of the English language learners in the initial stages of English acquisition with a student who was also an English language learner but had more English proficiency. Therefore, Maria, who spoke fluent English and Spanish, was paired with Julio who was being exposed to English for the first time. 

Summary:

· Share materials from home that would expose students to other languages. 

· Invite parents to act as authors in the classroom and encourage them to write in different languages.

· Recruit parents to work with students to create various written media in other languages. 

· Set up a classroom holiday postbox for use in a letter/card exchange.

· Invite parents who speak another language to come and discuss mathematical concepts. 

· Pair a bilingual child and an English language learner with limited English proficiency. 
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