English Language Learner in the VPK Classroom

Case Study: Non-English Speaking Teacher


NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING TEACHER
Ms. Sanchez was a Spanish speaking teacher for a preschool in Daytona, Florida. Many students in her classroom were English language learners with varying abilities. Ms. Sanchez’s teacher’s aide, Mrs. Smith, spoke only Spanish. Ms. Sanchez’s primary goal was to prepare her students for success in kindergarten. 

In order to help prepare their students for kindergarten, both teachers wanted to expose their students to English. However, Ms. Sanchez and Mrs. Smith were struggling to incorporate English into the classroom due to their limited English proficiency.  
Ms. Sanchez began to recruit volunteers who were proficient in English language skills to read aloud or be guest speakers on a regular basis, with a particular focus on vocabulary. Both teachers knew the importance of exposure to English vocabulary. Therefore, English vocabulary was taught by the English speaking volunteers. Their model of proper English usage was beneficial to students who did not have other experience with English. The volunteers also helped Ms. Sanchez and Mrs. Smith learn English. 


After the teachers brainstormed with their director, the director scheduled an English speaking aide to be available daily in Ms. Sanchez’s classroom. Ms. Sanchez allocated time in her schedule to directly instruct in English, using her English speaking aide, the vocabulary concepts necessary for the curriculum. Ms. Sanchez’s director wanted her to remember the importance of incorporating English word practice during lessons even if introductory speech and instructions were given in Spanish. 


Ms. Sanchez wanted to create unity in her classroom between English speaking and non-English speaking students. As a result, Ms. Sanchez and Ms. Smith brought materials from their homes and exposed students to other cultures while making English language learners feel more involved in the classroom community. They also invited the students to bring materials that represented their culture to share with classmates. 
Summary:

· Recruit English speaking volunteers to read aloud, guest speak, or focus on vocabulary. 

· Allocate time to directly teach the vocabulary concepts in English. 

· Bring materials from home to expose students to other cultures.
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