English Language Learners in VPK Classroom

Purposeful Planning Sample Lesson
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                                               Part 1:  Purposeful Planning

	What do I want to teach?

	What is the concept or skill I want children to learn?
	Weather / Seasons

	Where are my children in their language development as it relates to this concept or skill?
	Many ELL students are unfamiliar with types of weather. They have heard the word before, but may not know what it means or have the ability to use the word. Some of the vocabulary (hot, cold, rain) may be familiar concepts to ELL students. They just need to be taught the English equivalent. 



	What vocabulary do they need to know around this concept or skill? 

Something to think about:

Some children who are English language learners and children from at-risk backgrounds may not know as many tier one words as you might anticipate.
	Assess children to see which words they already know. Ask yourself:

· How do I know that this child knows this word?

· Have I heard them use it?

· Have they responded appropriately when I used this word in our conversations?

Some appropriate Tier 1 words for this unit:

hot, cold, wind, rain, snow, sun, sky, clouds, clothing, shorts
Some appropriate Tier 2 words for this unit:

seasons, weather, summer, autumn, winter, spring, sweater, umbrella, jacket, sunglasses, mittens



	How do I plan to teach the Tier 2 words?
	Provide children with multiple opportunities to hear and use the words. Children will have ample opportunities to see and touch many of the concepts. Articles of clothing will be available for children to try on.  Picture cards and pictures from magazines will be available for concepts that cannot be physically represented. 



	What do they need to learn about grammar and sentence structure as it relates to this concept or skill? 
	Present tense (Today the weather is ____________)

Past tense (Yesterday the weather was _________)

Future tense (Tomorrow the weather will be _____ )


	How do I teach it?

	Do I use rich or simplified language when I am introducing this skill or concept?
	Rich language during story discussion and conversations. Simplified language during the introduction of weather and seasons concept. Autumn will be the term used throughout this unit (not fall).

	How will I know when my children KNOW what I have taught them?
	Monitor each child’s response in a small group setting to see if the students understand the concepts; listen during center time, snack time and during recess for the use of the vocabulary; over time, continue to listen for the spontaneous use of the vocabulary in everyday conversations. 

	What visuals, demonstrations, and supplementary materials could I use? 
	Picture cards of different seasons and different clothing, clothes appropriate for all seasons, clothing accessories for all seasons, globe, books with pictures about the weather and the seasons. 


	How can I connect the lesson to students’ experiences?
	Discuss the places students come from and the season that their home is in at that time. Discuss/share trips that students have been on to various places and what the weather was like there. Talk about the different things students do during each season.

	How will I allow students to practice new skills?
	Students will practice weather concepts in centers:

· Dramatic play: dress up with a variety of clothing appropriate for a given weather condition.

· Art: create a mural of the four seasons where each student draws something they do during that season in each of the four areas

· Block: build houses for each season

· Reading: look at or listen to weather related books

· Cooking: make food you normally eat during a given season

· Science: create snow by freezing water, watch the sun evaporate water

	What technology resources could I use to enhance the lesson? 
	Internet could be used for pictures of weather in different parts of the world; live web cams could show students the weather in another area at the exact time.

	How can I incorporate cultural diversity into my lesson? 
	Discuss/share types of clothing people from different parts of the world wear and why. 

	What steps do I follow?

	First, tell them what you want them to learn.
	“Today we will learn about the four seasons and the weather during each season.”

	Then model the concept or skill.
	Use pictures of trees depicting the four seasons – (see attached) and display them and discuss each one and what season it represents.  Explain that the current season is _____and the weather is ____. Show students the types of clothes we wear during this season.  Say: “Today the weather is ____ because it is ______ (hold up the picture that corresponds to the weather). When it is ____ we wear ______and _______.”


	Always practice with your children many times.
	Allow the children to repeat the phrase, “Today the weather is ____, because it is _______.” The children repeat what the teacher said and pick the picture that corresponds to the season.  

	Finally, provide lots of independent practice throughout the day.
	Using rich language, the teacher can carry on conversations with the children about weather during centers, recess, lunch and transitions. More practice is provided in the lessons below. 
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